
‘All About The Surface’ 
with 

Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler 
www.graemepriddle.com               www.melissaengler.com 

      
Where -   

Dale Larson’s spacious and well-equipped workshop at: 

5010 SE Regner Rd 

Gresham OR 97080 

 

When – dates: Thurs 1st – Sun 4th May 2025  

time: 9am – 5pm (bring your own lunch) 

 

What – 

We will be running four one-day classes with a maximum of 10 students per day. You can sign up 

for 1 or more classes depending on your budget and how much you want to achieve.  

 

Fee –  

1 day - $100 

2 days - $190 

3 days - $280 

4 days - $370 

 

Class Description – 

This class is an exploration of embellishment techniques for turned or sculpted forms. Students 

build a solid foundation in design fundamentals while exploring a variety of decorative 

possibilities through carving, texturing, pyrography, coloring, and finishing. With guidance from 

Graeme and Melissa, students experiment with new techniques, gaining confidence and refining 

their skills on practice boards before moving on to their own turnings brought from home. 

Instruction covers strategies for drawing on diverse influences, generating personal design ideas, 

and selecting and preparing wood for carving and embellishment. Through demonstrations and 

hands-on practice, participants can learn power carving, hand carving, woodburning, making and 

using various woodburner tips, as well as the application of acrylic and milk paints, paste waxes, 

and other finishing options.  

Graeme and Melissa provide morning and afternoon demonstrations with plenty of open studio 

time throughout the day for individual experimentation. Additional demonstrations are offered as 

needed, ensuring everyone has support to develop their own distinctive approach.  

Tool selection, sharpening, and safety are emphasized throughout the week. 

A lot of the techniques Graeme & Melissa share take time, patience, and practice to complete- so 

the more days students can sign up for the more chance they’ll have of going home with finished 

pieces. Alternatively, students are welcomed and encouraged to try a little of a lot of different 

ideas that can then be applied and developed at their leisure once they are home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.graemepriddle.com/
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Suggested ‘to bring’ list 
 

**If you do not have all the items below- do not worry, we will have plenty of tools and 

materials for students to play with and try before you buy. 

We will also have nichrome wire, burning tips, carving burs and available for class use, 

and for purchase. 

 
 

• 12 x test boards – 3 1/2” x 3 1/2” x 1/4 -1/2” thick.  

we suggest plain grain, crack free, close grain timbers such as 

Madrone/Maple/Cherry/Holly/Box Elder etc     Avoid strong or open grain wood like 

ash/oak 

               (no walnut, exotic, spalted woods or materials others may have an allergic reaction to  

                please) 

• pre-turned objects, bowls/vessels/eggs/boxes. Old pieces that didn’t make the cut are 

perfect to play on.  

NOTE - Please don’t bring pieces with any finish on as it is stinky to carve/burn through. 

 

• Woodburner – Colwood, Burnmaster or similar and whatever handpieces/tips you already 

have. 

We use the Colwood Detailer https://mdiwoodcarvers.com/shop/ols/categories/colwood-

controller-units with Graeme’s custom made handpieces and custom tips  

 

NOTE- We will have Colwood Detailer units with Graeme’s handpieces, as well as 

handpieces/tips available for use on class, and for sale. 

 

• Small flat bladed screwdriver and long nose pliers (Leatherman Wave is my go to pliers) 

or small vice grips for making your own tips.  Also helpful are 600/1000 grit diamond 

sharpening cards for shaping and honing tips. 

 

• Rotary carving tools –Marathon Champion  

https://mdiwoodcarvers.com/shop/ols/products/marathon-champion-45000-rpm-

micromotor  

Or similar…. Mastercarver Micro-Pro, Dremel, Foredom etc  

MUST HAVE  1/8” and 3/32” collets.  

 

• Selection of good quality artist’s acrylic paint (Golden), milk paint (Old Fashioned Milk 

Paint), Gilders Paste Wax/ Kiwi Boot Polish.  

               Selection of small brushes and used, or new, firm/medium tooth brushes.  

 

Note: if you do not wish to spend a lot of money buying all this paint and brushes 

yourself, we will have supplies for you to use during class, there will be a $5 fee to 

students doing this to cover our cost of replacing what is used. 

 

• Pencil, eraser, steel ruler, notebook. 

 

 

For Inquiries and bookings- 

 

Please contact Graeme at graemepriddle@xtra.co.nz 
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